MNatienal Organic Standards Board
© Arthay Weil

Room 4008 Scuth Building

1480 Independence Avenpe-5W

Washington, THC, 20254-0401

Re: Support of the NOSE s draft pasmare puidance docomens
e 4

[Iear MOSE Members,

T am oeganics consumer, and | in writing o express full suppost for the NOSEs draft guidancs document regarding pasture equirements
for the Mational Ohpanic Progeans, 1 have the especeation that T}*L USDA organic seal tepresents the wue meaning of “orgeaic” which

includey pustuting of wdimals s seguited by the USDDA Mattonal Organie Progrim Srandards,

I request that the NOSB approve the deaft pasture guidance document as written inclading: “Ruminant livestock shall graze

pastere dering !hs, months of the year when pasture can provide edible forage. The Organic System Plon shall have the goal of

providing sraved feed sreater than 30% dry matter intake or a datly basts during the growing season but net fess than 124 dave, The
Jody

Organic Svstem Man shall inciude a timeline showlag how the producer sifl satisfy the goal to maxiptize the pasure component of
witnl feed vsed = e frm systen”

oof the cozrent Rule reguitement for the pastuming of -"_mm-*n L imciuding laorating dairy comwes,
docment. Withour clear, definst
Phis wording gives certifiors an expheit mis

Lack of enforcement, on some oprralions
Ty fedd 1o the sepesnty for inchiston of the above numencal standards i the guids
ke dnfene of the Role, with segatrds o pastuse, will continue to be disregurded by sonne,
amousnt of grazing infake and minimum allowable grazing seasen that will serve as a clear-co engger/pude 0 ther certification progess,

‘@ wording,
frsuekl

ey 1‘1‘;*.‘&1"1?(“ ke for ronunanis, as thes document promaotes, LLPIE‘:C;.L[" a4 sustainable aprenimral sysizm,

system betwmen the animals and
+ snciude improved

access to pasture assures tat orgarme principles are being met, with an inlerrehited
the land, wosking [rom the soil up to promote an inrerdependent commuzity. Pasture provides benefits to catle &
foot and leg strength, reduced breeding problems, less stress, ovwer ctithing . and enhanced immumity. Ruminatts with access 10 pasnere
help ensure an organic producton svstem that provides Hving conditons Eiﬂ’f allow animals to satiefy therr satural behavior
pattesns, provides the animals with preventative bealth care benefhs, and improves humane animal cate and their welfare.

the Danish lostitace of
o higher in heta

These benefits zre passed down to consumets *::fu‘(mgi'l MELe T nuu T“ﬁ;«. A recent 3 study conducted b
reicuitural Research tested milk frons cows farmed nrganscatly and i % Ieigher in Vitgroen $, 75
carotene and higher in omega 3 essential faty acids than conv L[L:{Fidl milk, i:m-, stuady tied these qualities to orgamic cows having
TOGEE W grane and a diet high in feeah grass, chover, and forage

_-“Lﬂ(wréng; cows 1o go o their feed rather than bringing feed 1o the cows substantially reduces the tse of non-renewable resources znd
machinery requared {or feed reanspormnon and L.LU:U;_QL:-_I muzsure zecyching, Hesponsible active management of quabiry pasture 15 an
exeeilent wav to improve seil quality. Carefol management of pastire ensures maxismam unhzason and capiure of solaz enerpy, the basis of

grosring tnad.

e stardards for organic far

.h

1 tor snchuding <lear, defmsitive mendmmms,

T support the MOSB pasture guidance document and shask v
a1 food mardeted under e USIDA organic seal must not be compromised.

by

Saneerely,

. - i ;
j{_]#k. Moeve P gosbe (] pe +




